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Thank you, Mr. President.

It ismy great honor to speak to you today on behalf of a group of nongovernmental
organizations that recently have come together in support of the work and the objectives
of the Conference of Parties. These organizations, like my own, are engaged in
independent research and analysis aimed at developing sound strategies to address both
the causes and consequences of global climate change.

As you know, nongovernmental organizations have played a critical role in contributing
to our understanding of climate change and to advancing the work of the parties. To date,
NGOs have had the opportunity to participate directly in the negotiating process
primarily through one of two channels — either as environmental NGOs or as business
NGOs. Some of our organizations, however, are not directly affiliated with or afull
member of either constituency and would prefer the opportunity to participate in our own
right.

Earlier this year, a request was submitted to the Secretariat for the recognition of a new
category of NGO known as Research and Independent NGOs, or RINGOs. The Tata
Energy Research Institute was one of about 30 organizations from all parts of the world
supporting this request. We are very grateful to the Executive Secretary, Joke Waller-
Hunter for her kind and supportive consideration of our proposal.

Our groups are distinguished and united by a common commitment to forging
constructive responses to climate change. Among our groups, perspectives and views on
specific matters vary. Accordingly, we believe that our contribution as a constituency is
to help identify ard clarify issues as well as to develop and analyze options for
addressing them, not to advocate specific views or approaches.

It is clear from the discussions here in Delhi that climate negotiations, much like the issue
itself, are becoming increasingly complex. Thisis particularly true as we begin to look
beyond the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol towards building a sustainable
climate change regime that can fulfill the ultimate objective of the Framework
Convention. This effort can move forward only if we succeed in establishing a climate of
trust. It isour objective, as agroup of research and independent NGOs, to help build that
trust by exploring arange of options that can bridge differences and build synergies — for



example, between science and policy, developed and devel oping countries, mitigation
and adaptation strategies, and environmental and business perspectives.

We are hopeful that by working with the Parties, and with other stakeholder groups, we
can help forge consensus on effective response measures that address the causes and
consequences of climate change while promoting sustainable development for all nations.
We look forward to pursuing those goals as full and active participants.

Thank you Mr. President.
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